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REPORT OP THE MANAGERS
TO

THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY, AT ITS TWENTY FIRST
ANNUAL MEETING.

The Managers of the American Colonization Society, in sub-

mitting to the general meeting their Annual Report, devoutly ack-

nowledge the continued smiles of Providence on its interests.

With numerous other associations that derive their entire strength

fro n individual contributions, this Society has experienced, in

some degree, the effects of a general derangement in the financial

affairs of the country, and has deemed it prudent rather to im-

prove existing advantages and cultivate the field already occupied

than to extend very materially the sphere of its operations.

The office of President of this Society, vacated by the decease

of the illustrious James Madison, has been filled by the unani-

mous election of the Hon. Henry Clay. In signifying his ac-

ceptance of the office, this distinguished friend of the Society ob-

serves, u Regarding the American Colonization Society as the on-

ly practical scheme ever presented to puhlic consideration, for

separating, advantageously to all parties, the European descend*

ants upon this continent from the free people of color, the descend-

ants ofAfricans, with their own consent; and of ultimately effecting

a more extensive separation of the two races, with the consent of

the States and individuals interested, I shall continue to cherish

the highest interest in the success of the Society, and will contri-

bute whatever is in my power to promote its prosperity.”

The Managers stated in their last Report, that the Brig Ron-
dout had been chartered by the Society to convey a select compa-
ny of emigrants from Wilmington, North Carolina, to Liberia*

1
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Unfortunately this vessel did not afford the accommodations ex-

pected; and Lewis Sheridan (a free man of color of great respect-

ability) and an interesting company of his relatives and friends,

who had made arrangements to embark in her, postponed their

departure to a more favorable opportunity. The Rondout sailed

on the 36th of December, with thirty-four emigrants, among
whom were Wm. Taylor, a young colored. physician, educated
for the medical profession under the direction of the Board, and
eighteen slaves liberated by Dr. Shuman of Stokes county, North
Carolina, for whose comfortable settlement in the Colony he made
liberal provision. Dr. David Francis Bacon, whose appointment
as principal Colonial Physician was mentioned in the l£st Report,

also took passage in this vessel.

Repeated and earnest efforts were subsequently made to secure

a passage for those who had been disappointed by the Rondout,
in other vessels to the Colony, but without success; and the Man-
agers, unprepared in the reduced state of their resources to char-

ter a vessel exclusively for them, finally assented to a proposition

from the Pennsylvania Colonization Society to convey them to the

settlement at Bassa Cove.

The Rondout anchored in the harbour of Monrovia on the 3d
of February, having completed her voyage in thirty-four days.

Most of her emigrants were placed in comfortable dwellings at

Millsburg, and warned, (but we regret to say with too little effect,)

against imprudent exposures to the noonday sun and night air,

the causes of dangerous disease to those unaccustomed to them in

the African climate. Several of this company appeared utterly to

disregard the advice of the Physician and all the lessons of expe-

rience, and paid the forfeit of their rashness with their lives.

On several former occasions the Managers have announced
their purpose of sending out but few emigrants, and those under
special circumstances only, until the Society should have become
relieved from its pecuniary embarrassments, and further progress

been made in the general system of improvement at Liberia.

This policy has been approved by the Society, and, though it has

encountered objections, is believed to be also approved by a very

large proportion of the intelligent and considerate friends of the

cause throughout the country. Whenever (as it has several times

occurred) emigrants have been offered, and their expenses de-

frayed from other sources than the treasury of the Society, the

Managers have promptly aided and enabled them to fulfil their

desire of obtaining a home in Liberia. Two very interesting ca-

ses of this description have occurred since the last annual meeting.

Mrs. Rebecca Smith, widow of the late John Smith, of Sussex

county, in Virginia, having died; his administrator transmitted to

the Society’s office a copy of his will. By this document it ap-

peared that he had bequeathed to his wife all his slaves during

her life; and directed that after her death, they and their increase

should be emancipated and sent to Liberia, giving to each of them
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a supply of clothing and one year’s provision, exclusive of provi-

sion for their maintenance during the voyage. The Testator far-

ther directed that the expenses of removing and settling them
should be defrayed out of his estate. These emigrants are fifty-

nine in number.

In July, 1833, the Rev. John Stockdell, of Madison County,

Virginia, died, having by will emancipated his slaves, thirty-one

in number, for colonization in Liberia, and provided means for

their transfer and settlement. The title of these slaves to their

freedom being, however, denied by some of Mr. Stockdell’s heirs,

they found it necessary to assert it in a court of justice
;
and af-

ter considerable litigation, the contest was ultimately decided in

their favor.

A recent correspondence with Mr. Thomas Potts, administrator

of Mr. Smith, and with Colonel James W. Walker, executor of

the Rev. Mr. Stockdell, resulted in an agreement on the part of the

Managers to remove to Liberia, and there locate the above men-
tioned manumitted slaves. Means were furnished to them by
Mr. Potts for defraying the expenses of removing Mr. Smith’s and
supporting them for one year after their arrival

;
and by Colonel

Walker for defraying the expenses of removing and supporting,

for six months after arrival, those of the Rev. Mr. Stockdell. The
ship Emperor, Captain Keeler, has been employed by the Mana-
gers to convey these emigrants, with their supplies, (which have
been purchased in ample quantities for their support during the

periods indicated by their former owners respectively) to Liberia,

and with a few other emigrants, most of whom are connected
with these by marriage

;
this vessel has just sailed from Nor-

folk for the Colony. This vessel also conveys to Africa Dr. Eze-
kiel Skinner, late Governor of Liberia, who now returns thither

in his former capacity of Colonial Physician. The Managers
congratulate the Society on having obtained for these emigrants
on their voyage and for the critical period immediately following

their debarkation, the advantage of this experienced and attentive

physician’s superintendence and aid. The return of this devoted
friend of Africa, to the scene of his former labors, trials, and suf-

ferings, will, it is confidently expected, be productive of great be-

nefit to th6 Colony. Miss Mary Skinner, daughter of Dr. Skin-
ner, accompanies her father, to assist him in his benevolent la-

bors, and especially to take and preserve drawings of the plants

and other interesting objects in the natural history of Africa. She
was formerly a teacher in Liberia. There are several cases in

which benevolent holders of slaves have manumitted them for

removal to Liberia and have provided partial means for defraying
the cost of their removal and settlement. The Managers would
have been gratified could they, in accordance with the policy be-

fore referred to, have supplied, out of the Society’s Treasury, the
deficiency, and have sent these individuals with the emigrants
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manumitted by Mr. Smith and the Rev. Mr. Stockdell. This be-

ing impracticable, they will necessarily remain in the United
States till the amount wanting shall have been made up out of

the proceeds of their own labors, or by private liberality.

Of the general health of the Colony, the Board have received
very favorable reports. On his arrival, Dr. Bacon, after careful

inquiry, found but about twenty-five cases of disease in Monro-
via, Caldwell, Millshurg, and other places in that region—only
two of which he considered really dangerous. “ Throughout,”
he remarks in his first letter to the Board, “ the whole of my very
brief experience here, I have found the few serious cases which
have come under treatment, to improve more rapidly than my
most sanguine hopes had anticipated; and I feel every way en-

couraged to renew and strengthen the high hopes of usefulness

and success which excited me to an enterprise which my most ra-

tional friends were so ready to condemn as desperate.”

The experience of another year has^contributed to strengthen

an opinion long since adopted by the Board, that the causes of

disease in Liberia will lose much of their power as the country

becomes subdued by the enterprise, and cultivated and adorned by
the industry of civilized men.

It has been matter of regret to the Managers, that Captain E.

A. Hitchcock, whose unanimous election as Governor of Libe-

ria was announced in the last Report, and from whose character

and energy great advantages were anticipated, felt himself com-
pelled to decline the appointment. It is gratifying to know, how-
ever, that the Lieut. Governor, Mr. Anthony D. Williams, has

administered the affairs of the Colonial Government in a manner
honorable to himself, and very conducive to the good order and
general prosperity of the Colony.

In regard to the several African settlements under the general

superintendence of this Society, the Board can report only gradu-

al, but important improvements, in agriculture, education, and

other interests essential to their growth, happiness, and stability.

Respectable officers of the United States Navy, recently from Li-

beria, concur with the officers and citizens of the Colony in testi-

fying to the general comfort and contentment of these communi-
ties—to the public spirit that animates them— and, especially, to

their increasing endeavors to secure prosperity and independence

by the cultivation of the soil. In their former Reports, the Mana-
gers have found cause to express regret at the too common neg-

lect of this pursuit. They believe that it is now regarded by
all industrious and intelligent settlers, as of vital importance. A
scarcity of provisions among nearly all the tribes bordering on the

Colony, produced by war and the slave trade, has proved the preca-

rious nature of supplies to be derived from the natives, and shown
that the colonists, to enjoy either independence, or a comfortable

subsistence, must become agriculturalists. Great advantages have
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been experienced, and more are expected, from a public farm,

recently put under cultivation on Bushrod Island, and designed,

especially, to give employment to the poor, and aid in their sup-

port. This farm will also afford specimens of the best modes of

tropical agriculture. The land is of superior fertility, and its

situation so near Monrovia,' as to admit of easy communication to

market,
;
and yet so separated from it, as to prevent any undesira-

ble intercourse between its occupants and the citizens of that

place. Twenty acres were under successful cultivation on the

first of June—six acres of which were planted with the sugar-

cane. The plan of compelling paupers, when in health, to con-

tribute by their labor to their support, has already greatly reduced

their number. The whole number on this farm by the last ad-

vices was fourteen. It is designed to employ the women in the

manufacture of cotton cloths, and in other occupations suited to

their health and ability. A public farm has also been opened at

the Junk settlement, on which individuals are permitted to labor

in return for articles received by them from the Public Store.

Thus far it has succeeded well.

An Agricultural Association has been formed in the Colony, to

encourage the cultivation of the sugar-cane, and the manufacture

of sugar
;
and a few shares of the stock have been taken by the

acting Governor in behalf of the Society. “ It is truly gratify-

ing,” he remarks, “ to witness the zeal with which all classes of

people are now turning their attention to the subject of farming.

It is now with difficulty that a mechanic can be persuaded to

work at his trade, even at an advanced price.”

The United States ship of war, Potomac, visited the settlements

of Liberia on her return from the Mediterranean, in November
and December of last year. The Rev. Mr. Rockwell, Chaplain

of this vessel, neglected no means in his power of ascertaining

the condition and prospects of the people of Liberia. On his ar-

rival in the United States, he stated publicly, “That Monrovia
had suffered somewhat from embarking too largely in trade

;
but

that the other seven settlements were in a highly flourishing con-

dition—that the colonists were industrious—their farms well cul-

tivated—their children at school—their property increasing.” He
had asked numbers of them whether they would be willing to re-

turn to the United States, and had, in every instance, been an-

swered no.

The commander of this ship, Capt. Nicholson, in concluding
his report of this visit to the Secretary of the Navy, observes

—

“ I would further say that the colonies have now taken firm root

in the soil of Africa, and though they may be depressed at times

by adversity, yet by the gradual development of their resources,

and the judicious assistance of their friends, they must finally

fiourish to be an asylum to the colored man, and an honor to their

founders.”
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And here the Managers are happy to introduce the opinions

of the citizens of Monrovia, as deliberately expressed in the form
of resolutions at a public meeting on the 29th of September, 1836,
convened for the purpose of making known to the world their

views of African Colonization. This most interesting meeting
was addressed by several citizens o^the Colony, under a deep
sense of obligation to this Society, and with an enthusiasm and
elocpience worthy of the cause they had assembled to promote.

Said one—“ I arrived in Africa on the 24th of May, 1823
;
at

that time the Colony was involved in a savage war
;
immediately

I had to shoulder my musket, and do military duty. The cir-

cumstances of the Colony were trying in the extreme
;
but never

have I seen the moment when I regretted coming to the Colony.

My object in coming was liberty, and under the firm conviction

that Africa is the only place, under existing circumstances, where
the man of color can enjoy the inestimable blessings of liberty and
equality, I feel grateful beyond expression to the American
Colonization Society, for preparing this peaceful asylum.” Said
another—“ I thank God that he ever put it into the hearts of the

Colonization Society to seek out this free soil on which I have
been so honored to set my feet. I and my family were born in

Charleston, South Carolina, under the appellation of free people *

but freedom I never knew, until by the benevolence of the Colo-

nization Society, we were conveyed to the shores of Africa. My
language is too poor to express the gratitude I entertain for the

Colonization Society.” Said a third—“I came to Liberia in 1832:

my place of residence was the City of Washington, D. C., where
I passed for a freeman. But I can now say, I was never free until

I landed on the shores of Africa. I further state that Africa, so

far as I am acquainted with the world, is the only place where the

people of color can enjoy true and rational liberty. I feel grate-

ful to the Colonization Society for what they have done and are

doing for the man of color.” Said a fourth—“ I beg leave to

state, that my situation is greatly altered, for the better, by coming
to Africa. My political knowledge is far superior to what it would
have been, had I remained in America a thousand years. I there-

fore seize this chance, to present my thanks to the American Colo-

nization Society, for enabling me to come to this Colony, which
they have so benevolently established.” The following resolu-

tions, among others, were then passed as expressive of the sense

ofi the meeting:

On motion of Rev. J. Revey,
“ Resolved

,
That this meeting entertain the warmest gratitude for what the

American Colonization Society has done for the people of color, and for us, par-

ticularly
;
and that we regard the scheme as entitled to the highest confidence of

every man of color.”

On motion of Mr. H. Teage,
“ Resolved

, That this meeting regard the Colonization Institution as one of the

highest, holiest, and most benevolent enterprises of the present day. That as a
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plan for the melioration of the condition of the colored race, it takes the prece-

dence of all that have been presented to the attention of the modern world: That

in its operations it is peaceful and safe—in its tendencies beneficial and advanta-

geous: That it is entitled to the highest veneration and unbounded confidence of

every man of color: That what it has already accomplished demands our devout

thanks and gratitude to those noble and disinterested philanthropists who compose

it, as being, under God, the greatest earthly benefactors of a despised and op-

pressed portion of the human family.”

“ Whereas it has been widely and maliciously circulated in the United States

of America, that the inhabitants of this Colony are unhappy in their situation, and

anxious to return

—

“On motion of Rev. B. R. Wilson,
“ Resolved,

That the report is false and malicious, and originated only in de-

sign to injure the Colony, by calling off the support and sympathy of its friends;

that so far from a desire to return, we should regard such an event as the greatest

calamity that could befall us.”

At this meeting a resolution was adopted expressing gratitude

to the benevolent ladies of the United States, particularly of New
York, Philadelphia, and Richmond, for their efforts to promote

education in the Colony, and testifying to the promising condition

of the schools sustained by their contributions. These benevo-

lent associations and the faithful exertions of missionaries residing

in the Colony have excited among its inhabitants ardent desires for

knowledge, and inclined many of the chiefs and tribes of the coun-

try to solicit instruction for their children. Of common schools,

the number is nearly, if not quite, sufficient. The American So-

ciety for the promotion of education in Africa, has appointed a

Board of Trustees and made an appeal to the public for aid in

founding, at some eligible station in Liberia, a Seminary in which
youth may acquire a knowledge of agriculture, the mechanic arts,

geography, navigation, and such other branches of science as may
best qualify them for usefulness as teachers, or for success in the

business of life. The Missionary Society of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, while having under its care seven regular day
schools, and others in the Colony, has established at Millsburg,

on a spot of singular beauty, salubrity, and fertility, under the

care of the Rev. B. R. Wilson, a Manual Labor School, denomi-
nated the White Plains’ Manual Labor School, (in honor of the

liberality of individuals in White Plains, New York, who have
largely assisted to found it) at which from thirty to fifty orphan
or destitute children, either from among the colonists or natives,

may receive support and education. These children are to be

bound until they are twenty-one to the Superintendent of the Li-

beria Mission, who is pledged, as representative of the Missionary
Society, to grant them ample means of living and of instruction in

letters and the most useful arts. It is thought that the admission

of children from the Colony and the bordering African tribes, to

the same school, will tend to their mutual benefit by inclining the

former to regard the latter with more kindness, and the latter

more earnestly to seek, and with more facility to acquire, the lan-

guage, the manners, the habits, and the character of a civilized

people.
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By the facilities and advantages afforded through the various
settlements of free colored persons in Liberia, Christians of all

sects and countries are invited, and may be enabled, to establish

their divine religion among the populous, but barbarous and de-

graded tribes and nations of Africa. The iron gates of this vast

continent, covered with the darkness of centuries, are thrown
open, and the friends of Him, who left his gospel as a legacy to

the human race, are summoned to enter with power to enlighten

and bless, and add another continent to the empire of Christianity.

The principal religious denominations in the United States have
commenced their missionary operations in Western Africa with
resolution and success. Through the benevolent enterprise of
missionaries sent forth and sustained by the church missionary,

and the Wesleyan Missionary Societies of England, hundreds,

and we believe thousands, of native Africans on the Gambia, at

Sierra Leone, at Cape Coast Castle, and at the Cape of Good
Hope, have been rescued from the infamy of vice and the terrors

of superstition, and made sharers in the liberty, the hope, and the

peace of Christianity. From the mountains of Switzerland have
apostolic men gone forth with the word of God, to Africa; and
while the earliest words ofgood will to her children were on their

lips, some have fallen in their great service of faith and love.

Honored, but not solitary, they sleep on the heights of Monrovia.
The missionaries of our own churches stood hy them and fell

with them in their holy work. And yet the hands of the dili-

gent and the fearless—the voices of the devout and faithful—are

seen and heard on that field of promise : the various denomina-
tions of American Christians are striving: with noble emulation to

occupy those stations among the heathen, to which they find ready

access through the settlements of Liberia. To this Colony, every

friend of African missions should feel strong attachment. It is

a spot reclaimed from the vast wilderness : it is an asylum in

which the missionaries may enjoy protection and kindness during

their exposure to the early trials of the climate, and to which they

may retreat in days of sickness or misfortune : it is a citadel on
the confines ofbarbarism, where those who contend for the Chris-

tian faith may find security from danger—repair their energies

wasted by excessive toil—add vigor to their hope, and confidence

to courage. Attempts to establish Christian Missions in Western
Africa, independently of Colonization, would probably suffer a to-

tal defeat. From twenty-five to thirty missionaries—many of

them white ordained ministers—are now engaged in their benevo-

lent enterprise, within the limits, or in the immediate vicinity of,

the Colony. Their schools adorn every settlement. They have
kindled an intense desire of knowledge, both among the colonists

and the native population. Their influence has extended far into

the interior. They have acquired a knowledge of several native

languages, and reduced some, hitherto spoken only, to a written
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form. They enter the native villages and preach to crowds, that

eagerly gather around them, the words of everlasting life. Su-

perstition retires before them, and her victims come forth from

clay-built huts, from glens and forests wild, to hear from the min-

isters of Christ, those divine truths which turn from darkness to

light and from the power of Satan unto God. Native teachers

and missionaries will soon be qualified to establish and conduct

Schools among their countrymen, and we may trust also to impart

to them a knowledge of Christianity. A Missionary, says the Rev.

Mr. Wilson of Cape Palmas, is much needed here, to itinerate

among the settlements around us. He may, not going more than

thirty miles from Cape Palmas, embrace within the sphere of his

labors more than fifty thousand souls; and no people in the world,

so far as human foresight may determine, are more ready to re-

ceive the gospel. The whole of Western Africa, so long exposed

to all outrage and violence and crime, is now awaking to a sense

of her wants and her miseries, and imploring of the Christian

world that relief, which, in God’s good Providence, she and she

alone can bestow.

The horrors of the African Slave Trade still exist. This trade

is the fruitful parent of savage wars, and of cruelties and sufferings

surpassing the boundaries of the human imagination. The most
fierce aud atrocious conflicts, instigated by slave traders, have pre-

vailed, during the last two years, among the tribes in the vicinity

of Monrovia. The crime of cannibalism, shocking, it might be
supposed, even to barbarous natures, has been perpetrated during
these wars. On the capture ofa small town among the Gorahs by
the Deys. thirty victims were sacrificed to this detestable practice,

“ We have been informed,” says the editor of the Liberia Herald,

“that Pedro Blanche alone has exported from the Gallinas 1800
slaves during the last six months, and that he has recently receiv-

ed advices from the Havanna, of the safe arrival of one of his brigs,

the cargo of which sold for $250,000. There are two factories

in the Gallinas, which are supposed to be about equal in exports.

This gives them an export of 3600 slaves in six months, or 7200
in twelve, and that from a point at which it has generally been
supposed the trade was nearly extinct.” In January last, sixty-

three slave vessels were reported as lying at one time at Loango
waiting for cargoes. The British Commissioners stationed at Ha-
vanna, report that never since the establishment of their office,

had the Slave Trade at that port reached such a disgraceful pitch

as in the year 1835, and that not less than 15,000 negroes in’ fifty

vessels must have arrived there during that year. There is rea-

son to apprehend that African slaves will be illicitly introduced
through the Havanna into Texas, and rumors exist that agents
from that country, and even commercial houses in the United
States, are disposed to enter into arrangements for the purpose.
That vessels built and fitted out from American ports are engaged

2
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in this traffic, there can be no doubt. The civilized communities
of Liberia have done much for its abolition in their vicinity, and
are turning the attention of many chiefs of the country from this

abominable trade, to humane and useful pursuits. The Managers
trust that every friend of the colored race, and especially that the

governments of Christendom will continue and increase their ef-

forts for the suppression of this trade, constituting as it does infi-

nitely the greatest obstacle in the way of the civilization of Africa.

The joint Societies of New York and Pennsylvania have con-
tinued resolutely and successfully to prosecute their enterprise

:

and the benevolent of these States have sustained them in a prompt
and generous manner. In December last, the Managers of this

Society, in the hope of finally disposing of some vexatious ques-

tions which had arisen in their relations to the Young Men's Col-

onization Society of Pennsylvania and the New York City Colo-

nization Society, entered into an agreement with the Delegates of
those Societies, by the terms of which the northern boundary line

of their settlement or colony was to be so run as to include and
bring under its government the settlement of Edina, provided the

people of Edina should themselves give their consent to be trans-

ferred to, and pass under, the government and authority of that

colony. The Managers are informed that this conditional agree-

ment has been approved by the people of Edina
;
and they are

gratified to learn that both this settlement and that at Bassa Cove
enjoy a large share of prosperity. The office of Governor of the

Bassa Cove colony, vacated by the return of Thomas H. Bucha-
nan, Esq. (whose able administration of its affairs has been duly

acknowledged) has been filled by the appointment of the Rev.

John J. Matthias, lately of the Protestant Episcopal Church in

Philadelphia, who with his wife sailed several months ago for the

African coast. These united Societies have just despatched an
expedition with a very promising company of free persons of color

from North Carolina, among whom are Lewis Sheridan and his

relations, mentioned in the early part of this Report.

“Within the last two years,” say the New York Managers in

their last Report, “in addition to liberal contributions made by in-

dividuals and churches, there have been obtained almost exclu-

sively in our own State, members, male and female, by the sub-

scription of thirty dollars or upwards, one hundred and ninety

;

clergymen of different denominations, chiefly by the female mem-
bers of their respective churches, either members for life by the

subscription of thirty dollars, or managers by fifty dollars or up-

ward, sixty-six; ladies and gentlemen, honorary managers, by a

hundred, one hundred and fifty; two hundred, two hundred and
fifty, or five hundred dollars, seventy-one

;
Patrons, by the sub-

scription of a thousand dollars or upwards, nine. ,?

Idle Managers of the Pennsylvania Society report about seven

thousand dollars raised in six weeks, during a visit, at his own



\NNUAL REPORT 11
1838.J

expense, of one ol its members to the western part of the State

;

and mention other encouraging indications of public favor in their

State towards the cause.

The State Society of Virginia has advanced with zeal and en-

ergy in this cause. To its interests, at all times, many of the en-

lightened, the wise, and the pious of that Commonwealth have

shown heartfelt regard. During the last winter the subject of ex-

tending efficient aid to the scheme of Colonization, by the modifi-

cation of a former law appropriating, on certain conditions,

$18,000 a year for five years to the cause, was submitted to the

General Assembly by the Managers of that Society, and the ap-

plication was seconded by memorials, able and eloquent, from se-

veral parts of the State. It is intended to renew the application

at the next session of the Legislature. The Managers of the Vir-

ginia Society and their very able Agent, the Rev. Charles W. An-
drews, have adopted the best methods of bringing to the conside-

ration of that body the united opinions of the friends of the plan

throughout the State. At its last anniversary, that Society in-

structed its Managers to take proper measures for obtaining a suit-

able tract of territory on the coast of Africa, for the establishment

of a new plantation, to be called New Virginia; and to be settled

by free people of color, including manumitted slaves from that

State, as soon as the necessary funds can be obtained for the pur-

pose from the patriotic contributions of their fellow citizens and
the generous aid of the Legislature of the Commonwealth. From
this State rising of $2,500 has been paid into the treasury of the

Parent Society during the year.

In the month of January last, the Mississippi State Colonization

Society resolved to proceed in their enterprise of founding on the

coast of Africa, under the general control of the Parent Society, a
colony to be styled Mississippi in Africa, and empowered the Rev.

R. S. Finley to obtain donations and fit out an expedition to lay

the foundations of this colony. A tract of land had been purcha-
sed, under the authority of this Society, by the late Governor of

Liberia, Dr. Skinner, on the western bank and near the mouth of

the Sinou river; and in the month of April last, the schooner Ori-

ental, Capt. Richards, sailed with a company of emigrants from
New Orleans, under the care of the Rev. J. F. C. Finley, as Go-
vernor, and Dr. J. L. Blodgett, Physician and Surgeon, to take

possession of this territory. Of a purpose to despatch this expe-
dition no information was given by the Mississippi Society to the

Parent Society: and there is the more reason to regret this, as the

emigrants were landed at Monrovia, where, had their arrival been
expected, arrangements, better adapted to their circumstances,

would have been, under the direction of the Board, made for their

reception.

The State Colonization Society ol Louisiana resolved, about the

same fame, to plant a similar colony in Africa; and each of these
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Societies determined, if practicable, to raise $20,000 a year for
five years, in order to execute efficiently their large designs of be-

nevolence.

The last Report of the Managers of the Maryland Society gives
an encouraging view of their colony at Cape Palmas. The popu-
ation is about 300; and Missionaries from four different denomi-
nations are there established. Large acquisitions of territory have
been made, and the State Society now owns both sides of the river

Cavally from its mouth to the town of Dinah, about thirty miles
from the ocean. Full provision has been made to secure the edu-
cation of the colonists; agriculture is pursued as of vital import-
ance; and a code of laws has recently been published by the Soci-
ety well adapted to promote the ends of private right and public
order and justice.

The Plan of Federal Government for the Colonies of Liberia,

reported at the last annual meeting by the Committee on Auxili-
ary Relations, and adopted by the Society, has been submitted to

the Societies of New York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. The
first two Societies have given it their sanction; the last has with-
held its approbation, and published its reasons for non-concur-
rence. In connexion with these reasons, the Managers of the

Maryland Society have presented an elaborate defence of the sys-

tem of independent State action as best adapted to promote the

scheme of African Colonization; and have attempted a reply to the

opinions on this subject submitted by the Board of the Parent So-
ciety in their last Report. If entire confidence in the soundness
of these opinions, was not felt by this Board at the time they were
expressed, the argument of the Maryland Managers has contribu-

ted to dispel every doubt of their reasonableness and importance.

Had the Maryland Society, sustained as it is by the munificent

appropriations of the State Legislature, been satisfied to pursue its

own plan of independent action, without endeavoring to weaken
the energy and even to subvert the very existence of the National

Society, no objection to its proceedings could be urged against it.

But when, with extraordinary respect for its own peculiar policy,

it pronounces the appropriate functions of this Society at an end,

and declares the views of the friends of Colonization throughout
the country to be so discordant as to forbid the idea of such an
unity of sentiment and action in any general Society as is neces-

sary to entire success; the Managers must regard its opinions not

as unfavorable merely to the Parent Institution, but as threatening

to endanger the whole scheme of Colonization. By the experi-

ence of another year, their conviction is strengthened, that “ whe-
ther we consider unity of opinion throughout the country on a

subject in regard to which, of all others, differences are most fatal

to success; or energy of action in a case where all present availa-

ble power is inadequate to the work; or harmony in a complex

system, where' the irregularity of a part may retard the movement
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if not ruin the whole; or economy in an enterprise, to the greatness

of which the pecuniary means already secured bear no compari-

son, and which, without vastly increased resources, can never be

completed; or order, peace, common laws and uniform manners,

in the colonies to be planted on a distant shore, the Managers are

convinced that a Society, national in its character, conducting its

operations through one central organization, has advantages over

any other;” and regarding as they ever have done the efforts of

this and other Colonization Societies as preparatory to the greater

movements of the State and Federal Governments, the question

now submitted to the American people is whether a National In-

stitution, adapted to unite the North, the South, the East, and the

West, on common principles, in a cause, of interest no less to Pa-

triotism than to Humanity, shall find effectual support; or, whe-
ther there be substituted therefor, numerous State Associations,

united in no common sentiments, harmonizing in nomeasures, and
bound together by no sacred ties ofsympathy, affection, andrespect.

Shall the Parent Society be abandoned, or broken into fragments,

when the cause is assaulted by the concentrated power of the Ab-
olitionists on the one side, and very inadequately defended and
sustained by its southern friends on the other ?

The painful truth must be told. Causes have been for years,

and still are, in operation to diminish the funds and weaken and
retard the movements of this Society. It cannot proceed with
energy without additional resources. Funds, which formerly
came into its treasury, are now retained and expended by Auxi-
liary Associations. The Managers know that its difficulties have
not arisen from imprudence. They can be relieved only by the
increased zeal and efforts and contributions of its friends. To
them the appeal is made; and if the scheme of this Society be of
vast magnitude and beneficence,—if it involve the dearest interests

of two races of men, and of two continents,—if its very existence

be menaced by conflicting elements, threatening equally the peace
and union of the country; let all Patriots and all Christians not
only give to it a prompt, a firm, and a generous support, but in-

voke for it, in a tone not to be denied, the aid of the several State
Legislatures, and of the Congress of the United States.

In obedience to instructions from the Managers, the Secretary
of the Society, during the spring and summer, visited several of
the Southern States; and found it necessary, owing to the circum-
stances of his family, to spend more than three months in the State
of Georgia. The report of his proceedings, has been already sub-
mitted to the public in the African Repository. In North Caroli-
na, the friends of the Society expressed a determination to engage
with new zeal and energy in the cause; and the public meetings
held in Raleigh, Fayetteville, and Wilmington, were attended by
the principal citizens, ready to give to the scheme both their ap-
probation and contributions. But a few days were spent in South
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Carolina, yet inquired to the opinion, that even in that State a
reaction has commenced in the public mind favorable to the So-
ciety. Hitherto the press in South Carolina has excluded every
thing in favor of Colonization. The subject is not understood.
Opinions are, however, changing in that State. The passions of
men, so long inflamed and agitated by political controversies, are
sinking to repose. There are in that State not a few enlightened
and warm friends to the Society; and a discreet and able agent
might, it is thought, do much to remove the existing ignorance and
prejudice in regard to it, as well as secure to it additional friends
and resources.

At Augusta, Washington, Lexington, and Athens, in Georgia,
the only important points visited, gentlemen of high character
were found prepared to sanction the views of the Society. The
moral influence, in its favor of the late Judge Crawford, the first

Vice-President of the Society, and whose memory is cherished
with honour by the people of Georgia, is felt extensively in that

State. The misrepresentations of enemies, and the excitement at

the North on the abolition question, have produced to some extent,

even in candid and benevolent minds, distrust of the views and ten-

dencies of the Society, and inclined them to caution in regard to

public meetings on the subject, yet the best informed, the most in-

telligent, and reflecting approve the design, and desire the prospe-

rity of the Institution. Information concerning the Society is

greatly needed in that community. Individuals in Georgia have
already determined on the removal, ultimately, of their slaves, as

freemen, to Liberia: and should that Colony continue to prosper,

thousands will unquestionably, in every State of the South, be vo-

luntarily liberated, and assisted to secure on its territory those

blessings it is so well adapted to confer upon them, their posterity,

and their race.

Since the last meeting of the Society, measures have been adopt-

ed to obtain such an act of incorporation as might effectively pro-

tect the rights of the Institution. The charter which it had re-

ceived from the Legislature of Maryland in the year 1831, had
been deemed by every successive Board a valid charter. But in

many instances in which private interests were adverse to the

rights of the Society acquired under the devises of benevolent in-

dividuals, professed doubts of its sufficiency were made the

grounds of a threatened resistance to such devises: and sometimes,

in the judgment of the Managers, a disadvantageous compromise

was preferable to litigation. Desirous to prevent any pretext in

future for such or any other doubts, they resolved on obtaining,

if practicable, a new charter; and they naturally resorted to the

Congress of the United States, as the local Legislature of the ter-

ritory in which they resided. After some discussions in the Se-

nate, to which body their memorial was first presented, it was laid

on the table; and a subsequent motion to take it up was unsuc-

cessful. As delay must inevitably attend any further efforts in
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that quarter, the Managers addressed their application to the Le-
gislature of Maryland for such modifications of the charter obtain-

ed from it in 1831 as might meet all objections, or for a new act

of incorporation. The latter was promptly granted by that en-

lightened assembly on the 22d of March last; and on the 13th of

May, the Society, at a meeting held at Beltsville, in Prince Geor-
ge’s County, Maryland, was organized; and signified by a written

communication to the Governor and Council its acceptance of the

charter. This charter, while it preserves to the Society all the

rights which it may have obtained under the former act, is believ-

ed to be fully adequate for securing its future acquisitions.

For information in relation to the Finances of the Society, the

Board refer to the Treasurer’s statement of the receipts and dis-

bursements for the past year, which is annexed to this Report.

From this account it appears that the total amount of receipts, is

§29,117.29, and of expenditures, §27,966.87.

A deficiency in the receipts of the Society, during the general

derangement in the pecuniary concerns of the country was to have
been expected. Indeed, this deficiency would have been greater,

but for the receipt of the proceeds of the sale of property bequeath-

ed several years ago to the Society by W. H. Ireland of New Or-
leans, (but which, for prudential reasons, had not sooner been dis-

posed of,) and also the amount of several other recent and liberal

legacies of the Rev. Mr. Pomeroy, of Connecticut, and of Mr. Ma-
dison. The generous legacies left by the Rev. Mr. Stockdell and
John Smith, Esq., for the benefit of slaves liberated by and with
their own consent, colonized in Liberia, have been already men-
tioned.

It has been impossible for the officers of the Society, in the re-

duced state of its receipts, to meet in every instance the current

demands upon it; but it appears from the Treasurer’s account that

nearly six thousand dollars of the former debt of the Society have
been paid during the year : and the Managers have pleasure in

stating, that of that debt, amounting to nearly fifty thousand dol-

lars in January 1834, not more than four thousand dollars re-

main unpaid, except about §20,000 in stock issued by the Socie-

ty, payable in twelve annual instalments, and which it hopes to

redeem without difficulty. Some other debts, it is true, have been
since contracted at the Colony, and a few during the last year.

But the Board trusts that when the present derangement in the
currency of the country shall be removed, and the amounts due
from certain Auxiliary Societies shall have been paid—and espe-
cially when the Agents of the Society shall find that success in
their collections, which in former years has attended their efforts;

these debts will soon be discharged.
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TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN COLO-
NIZATION SOCIETY.

The American Colonization Society held its twenty-first annual

meeting at the Capitol, in the hall of the House of Representatives on

Tuesday, December 12, 1837, at 7 o’clock, P. M.
The Hall of the House of Representatives was unusually crowded

by spectators.

Henry Clay, of Kentucky, the President of the Society, took the

chair, and the meeting was opened by prayer from the Rev. James

Laurie, D. D. of the District of Columbia.

The President (Mr. Clay) then addressed the Society.

Gentlemen of the American Colonization Society:

On the first occasion of meeting you since I received the appointment which I

now hold, I am prompted by my grateful feelings to present cordial thanks and my
respectful acknowledgments. To be called to that high station which has been

successively occupied by a Carroll, by a Washington, the most distinguished and

beloved of all who bore his honored name, and by a Madison, whose long life was
one continued exhibition of public and private virtue, of patriotism, of intelli-

gence, and of benevolence, was among the most gratifying public honors which
I have ever received, and it will always remain one of the most cherished recollec-

tions of my life. But, gentlemen, considering the noble aims and humane purposes

of this Society, there is an honor resulting from the office of presiding at its delibe-

rations greater than any which can be communicated even by their illustrious

names. It was established twenty years ago; and the peaceful acquisition of a

large territory in Africa, eight flourishing settlements and towns, containing a pop-

ulation already civilized, or in the process of civilization, with schools of instruc-

tion as to our duties here below, and temples erected to the ever-living God, point-

ing to the hopes and blessings of Christianity above, attest the success of the

labors of the Society, and encourage to further and invigorated exertions.

The Society was formed to demonstrate the practicability of colonization in

Africa, and, if it were unhappily dissolved to-morrow, that great purpose of its

founders will have been completely accomplished. No one can now doubt that,

with the application of adequate means, such as the governments of the several

States of the Union could supply, almost without an effort, the colonization of the

descendants of the African race may be effected to any desirable extent. The
founders of the Society never imagined that, depending as it does upon sponta-

neous contributions from the good and the benevolent, irregularly made, without
an established revenue, and without power, the Society alone was competent to

colonize all the free persons of color in the United States. They hoped, and the
Society still hopes, that, seeing what has been done, and can be done, govern-
ments may think fit to take hold of the principle, and carry it out as far as they
may deem right, with their ample powers and abundant resources.

The object of the Society was to colonize, with their own voluntary consent,
the free persons of color in the United States. It had nothing coercive or com-
pulsory about it. It neither had the disposition nor the power to apply force.

Throughout its whole existence it has invariably adhered to that principle. It

never sought to shake or affect in the slightest degree the tenure by which any
property is held. It believed that the States alone, in which the institution of
slavery exists, had the exclusive right to decide upon its continuance or termina-
tion. It hoped to be able to do what it has done—to point out a mode by which
any of them or any of their citizens might find a home and a refuge for liberated
slaves And, accordingly, many humane proprietors of slaves have embraced the
opportunity thus offered. •

It has been objected against the Society that its aim and tendency have been
to perpetuate slavery, and to draw still tighter the bonds of toe slave. It has, on
the other hand, been proclaimed that its purpose is to abolish slavery forth-
with, and to let loose the untutored and unprepared slaves upon society. Both
objections cannot be founded in truth. Neither is. The Society does not meddle

3
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with slavery, either to prolong or to discontinue its existence. Its abstract opin-
ion, or rather the abstract opinions of its members, is well known. They believe
it a deplorable evil; but here it is to be touched, if touched at all, with the great-
est caution and delicacy, and only with authorized hands. Both principle and po-
licy restrain the Society from disturbing it—principle, because the Society be-
lieves it is a matter exclusively appertaining to the States and citizens imme-
diately concerned; and policy, because to agitate the subject at all, would deprive
the Society of the co-operation of a large portion of the Union, and prevent it

from accomplishing an attainable good, by the pursuit of what it is constrained to
think an impracticable and dangerous object.

But the Society attacks no person and no association. It neither assails those
who believe slavery a blessing, nor those who believe it a great curse, and seek
its immediate extirpation. It pursues the even tenor of its way, appealing to the
understanding, to the humanity, and to the religion of an enlightened community.
It had hoped to escape unmerited reproaches and unjustifiable attacks; but it has
not, and it has only defended itself. Because it cannot agree or co-operate with
the abolitionists, they assail it. Because it believes that the agitation of the ques-
tion of abolition is unwise and unhappy, alike destructive to the harmony of the
whites, and injurious to the cause of the blacks, which is espoused, the motives
and purposes and tendency of colonization are all misrepresented and condemned.
Why should this be? The roads of colonization and abolition lead in different di-

rections, but they do not cross each other. We deal only with free persons of
color; their efforts are directed towards the slave. We seek to better the condi-
tion of the free person of color; they the slave. Why should our humane design
be impeded or derided or thwarted by those who profess to be in the prosecution
of another but distinct design, which they profess to consider also humane? No,
gentlemen, we are no ultraists. We neither seek to perpetuate nor to abolish

slavery. Our object is totally different from either, and has been proclaimed and
clung to from the beginning of the Society to this hour.

It nas been contended that colonization is altogether incompetent to effect a se-

paration of the two races of our population; that the evil of discordant and incon-
gruous elements must continue, unless some more powerful agency is discover-

ed; and that the American Colonization Society has been able to accomplish no-
thingdeserving of any serious consideration.

Those who thus assail us, seek to try us by an imaginary standard of their own
creation. They argue that the whole of the African portion of our population
amounts to some two or three millions; that in a period of twenty years we have
been able to colonize only a few thousand, and hence they infer that colonization

cannot exercise any sensible influence upon the mass of the African element of the

American population. Now, all that we ask is to be tried by the standaid of our
own promises and pledges. Have w'e ever held out to the community that this So-

ciety, without pow'er, without even an act of incorporation from the general go-

vernment, without any regular revenue, could separate the two classes of the

African portion of it? Have vye not invariably disclaimed any purpose on our
part to interfere, in any manner whatever, with the larger part of it—the slaves?

HaVe we not, on the contrary, constantly avowed our intention to be to colonize

only free persons of color, with their voluntary consent? We have thought, and
we have saM, that we believe that the principle of colonization was susceptible of

being applied to the extent of a total separation of the two races. But we have
not attempted it. We have left that to the care and the judgments of those who
alone can rightfully and constitutionally decide the matter. We promised only

to be the pioneer, and to show the practicability of the principle. And have we
not, with the blessings of Providence, already successfully fulfilled every just ex-

pectation that we ever authorized?

Those who complain of the tardy operations of the Society should recollect

that great national enterprises are not to be speedily executed, like those of indi-

viduals, in the short span of the life of one person. Many years, sometimes more
than a century, may be necessary to their completion; and this is emphatically

the case when we reflect upon the magnitude and J^ie duration of the w7rongs in-

flicted upon Africa. Near two centuries elapsed, during which her sons were
constantly transported to the shores of the New World, doomed to a state of bon-

dage. A period of similar extent may possibly be necessary to restore their de-

scendants to the parent country, with all the blessings of law and liberty, religion

tmd civilization. A sudden and instantaneous separation of the two races, if it

were possible, would be good for neither, nor for either country. We should be
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greatly affected by an immediate abstraction to such a vast extent, from the labor

and industry of our country: and Africa could not be prepared, morally or physi-

cally, to receive and sustain such a vast multitude of emigrants. For both parties,

and for all interests, the process of separation, like the original unnatural union,

had perhaps better be slow and gradual. And the consoling reflection may be en-

tertained that, duringevery step in its progress, good will have beendone.

The surprise should not be that so little has been effected, but that so much has

been achieved by the Society, with such scanty and precarious means at its

command. There stand the colonies, on the shores of Africa, planted under its

auspices. With but little or no further aid from this country, they now possess in-

herently the power of sustaining themselves and protecting their existence. The
practicability of colonization is forever demonstrated. Let us, then, persevere

in the great and good cause; and let us hope that the same Providence which has

hitherto smiled upon us, will continue to extend to our labors His countenance

and blessings. I promise a zealous and hearty co-operation.

The Rev. R. R. Gurley, Secretary of the Society, read the follow-

ing list of Delegates in attendance from Auxiliary Societies:

From the Connecticut Colonization Society
, Henry L. Ellsworth.

From the New York City Colonization Society
,
(Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D. D.

David M. Reese, M. D., Anson G. Phelps, Moses Alien.

From the Pennsylvania Colonization Society, Charles Naylor, M. C., Thomas
Buchanan.
From the Auxiliary Colonization Society of Washington County, Pennsylvania,

Thos. M. T. McKennan, M. C.

From the Wheeling, Virginia
,
Colonization Society, Joseph L. Fry, M. C.

From the Trumbull County, Ohio, Colonization Society, Elisha Whittlesey, M. C.

From the Female and Male Colonization Societies of Greene County, Ohio,

Thomas Corwin, M. C. Patrick G. .Goode, M. C., and Samson Mason, M. C.

From the Clinton County Colonization Society, Ohio
,
Thomas Corwin, M. C.

From the Zanesville and Putnam, Colonization Societies, Ohio, William K. Bond,
M. C., Alexander Harper, M. C.

From the Indiana State Colonization Society, Oliver H. Smith, M. C., George
H. Dunn, M. C.

From the Female Colonization Society, Georgetown, D. C., Rev. Henry Slicer,

Rev. John C. Smith, Rev. Augustus Webster, Samuel M. McKenney, and Tbos,
Turner.

The Secretary read the Annual Report of the Board of Managers.
On motion of General Macomb, the Report was accepted, and or-

dered to be printed.

The Rev. Dr. Proudfit then addressed the Society, and offered the

following resolution; which was seconded by Henry A. Foster, M.
C., from New York, who also addressed the Society in support of the

resolution:

Resolved, That, from the improvement already obvious among the colonists in
Africa, we are encouraged to persevere in the scheme of Colonization, and have
reason to hope that the former degradation of the colored race will shortly issue
in a corresponding elevation, intellectual, moral and political.

The Reverend mover, in supporting the resolution^ proceeded to observe that in
the moral government of God, the day of prosperity and the day of adversity, were
generally set the one over against the other. This held equally true of families,
of communities, and of nations; and it afforded a corroborative proof of the exist-
ence of a superintending Providence that governs, in a wise and equitable man-
ner, the destinies of the world. By contending with adversity the human mind
was disciplined and chastened, and all its powers roused into action and strength-
ened by exertion. It was by the discipline of the pit and of the prison-house that
Joseph had been prepared for the splendour of a royal court and for the weighty
responsibility of the government of a great empire. So the offspring of Abrahain
by their hard bondage, in brick and in mortar, had been fitted to enjoy the subse-
quent repose of Canaan. The same analogy of Providential dealing was conspic-
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nous in the history of our own pilgrim fathers, who after an arduous and trying
struggle against an oppressive government, had emerged from the calamities of a
seven years’ war to the possession of one of the fairest inheritances ever bestow-
ed upon man. From these and similar examples, the Reverend speaker deduced
a hope for the children of Africa, and augured the rising of that ill-fated conti-
nent out of all its woes to that place among the population of the globe for which
it seemed to have been destined by the great Ruler of mankind. The rapidity
with vvhich the African people drank in knowledge as soon as it was brought with-
in their reach, seemed to indicate that the ancient tire of African genius, which
once burned so brightly, had not been extinguished, but was only hidden for a
time by the hand of oppression. The proofs they had exhibited of mental energy
and elevation afforded a cheering presage of the revival of former days, when
other Tertuilians and other Cyprians should thunders, and other Austins and other
Scipios rise upon a future age and shed the radiance of immortality on a land now
sunk in darkness deeper than that of Egypt. Already had the wilderness begun to
bud, and soon should the wide and cheerless desert of African ignorance and bar-
barism rejoice and blossom as the rose. Soon should the now oppressed and en-
slaved negro be seen walking erect in all the majesty of freedom, and where now
nothing was heard biff the clanking of the servile chain, songs of praise and of
thanksgiving should rise from the 'sanctuaries of the living God, whose spires
would be seen pointing to heaven from spots now polluted by the Dagon of ido-
latry. The rose of Sharon was already striking deep its roots in the African soil,

and soon should it unfold its beauties and spread wide its perfume over wastes
long abandoned to savage desolation. He said that this was not an exaggerated
picture. Such a hope was supported by facts of the most important and encoura-
ging character. He referred to the establishment of elementary schools, now in
successful operation; to the contemplated founding of a seminary of higher grade,
and the princely contributions which had been made to secure an object so im-
portant. lie adverted to the rapid progress of the natives in acquiring cur lan-
guage, and in such of the arts and sciences as they had had an opportunity of
studying: and in support of the favorable representations he had given of the mo-
ral and intellectual, as well as the physical condition of our colonies, he quoted
the testimony of Captain Nicholson of the Navy, Mr. Seys and others, as also the
resolutions adopted at a recent meeting of the colonists at Liberia. He then ar-

gued that the man who could shut his eyes to the blaze of evidence which was
every day accumulating of the happy and improving condition of our colonies on
the African coast, must do so willingly, from the dominion of an obstinate preju-
dice. Indeed, so abundant wTas the light of truth on this subject, that he might,
without irreverence, apply to the case the words of the great Incarnate Truth him-
self: “If they hear not JVIoses and the Prophets, neither will they believe though
one should rise from the dead.”

All this amount of good had been effected by the Colonization Society, in a si-

lent, unostentatious, pacific manner; interfering with no domestic relations, kind-
ling up no insurrectionary spirit, exciting neither the jealousy of the master nor
the resentment of the slave. The Society in its practical effect, operated as a
safety valve to those dangerous elements which threatened so much danger to the
social happiness of this country. If any man believed that God has made of one
blood all the nations of men to dwell on the face of all the earth; if he contended
that the colored man was possessed of every quality, mental and corporeal, which
fitted the white man for the duties and enjoyments of life; if he held the institu-

tion of slavery to be immoral, anti-republican, and contrary to the first truth pro-

claimed in the Declaration of our National Independence, and under these im-
pressions wished to liberate the slaves under his control, this Society afforded him
the opportunity to do it without violating the laws of the State, or endangering the

peace or safety of others. Thus far the Society had relied, for its resources, solely

on individual munificence; but he now appealed to all who heard him, to say
whether an enterprise so benevolent was not worthy of the national patronage?

He presented the picture of a series of free and prosperous republics extended
along the western shore of the African continent, and spoke with enthusiasm of
the glory which would encircle the name of those who had been the founders

and early patrons of such a series of States: declared lor himself that he would
prefer that honor to all the glories of the greatest monarchs and conquerors of the

world: and concluded with an expression of his firm belief, that a design so wor-
thy of the Philanthropist and the Christian, would be crowned with the blessing,

not only of regenerated and disenthralled Africa, but of Heaven,

yhe resolution was unanimously adopted.
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The following are Mr. Foster’s remarks:

Mr. President: In rising to second the resolution offered by my venerable

friend from New York, I feel that the able manner in which he has presented the

subject, leaves but little for me to say. I cannot, however, refrain from adding my
testimony in favor of what the friends of Colonization are effecting here, and in

Africa. '

In discussing this resolution, I need not stop to prove the present degradation

of the African race, whether in his own native clime; or with the name of a free-

man, in the United States; or as a slave under his task-master. It would be a

useless attempt, to prove him, in either situation, (what we know him to be) de-

graded, far below the rank to which nature has entitled him; and difficult vrould it

be, to tell whether the millions in Africa—besotted in ignorance, vice and super-

stition—or the slaves of this country, are most entitled to our commiseration.

I am not the apologist of slavery: I would not uphold those who introduced it

here; but we find it interwoven with the institutions of several of the States; and
the hand of violence cannot, and should not, be raised for its extirpation; and if

such an effort could be successful, and all the slaves in this Union, could this mo-
ment be restored to freedom, their situation would be no better than it is now;
they would still remain a servile and degraded people.

But I look to the operations of this Society to carry out the plan of raising the

African race, if not here, at least in Africa, to that standing which Providence

intended they should occupy.

Our venerable friend has pointed to what our Colonization Societies have al-

ready done for Africa—to those stars which have already shed their faint, but glo-

rious beams, for three hundred miles along her coast— and to the peculiarly favo-

rable circumstances of that country, for carrying forward the work of Coloniza-

tion as fast as the benevolent in this country shall provide the means; and I be-

lieve that if I live to your age, I shall know that those stars have become suns, t*

radiate the beams of morality, science, and religion, to every quarter of that be-

nighted continent.

To the Abolitionist, who presses the duty of immediate emancipation, and the

arbitrary question of right, without reference to consequences, I might fail to im-
part my feelings, or my views; but a candid observer will readily see that it needs
only the exertions of the friends of the black man to ensure success.

Sir, you have just told us that this Society has been in existence only twenty
years; and yet hew much has it accomplished! The friends of immediate emanci-
pation, say it has accomplished nothing; and yet no kindred effort has ever done
so much in twenty years, as has been performed by the charities of those who are
the friends of the colored race; nor has so much been effected in colonizing any
other distant land. Go back with me to the first settlement of this country, and
look at the efforts which were made, the expenditures incurred, and the lives sac-

rificed, in the experiment of establishing settlements on our coast; and how small
the number of colonists here, at the expiration of twenty years, compared with
those sent by us, who are now in Africa! And yet in the one case, they were
stimulated to action, some, by the selfish motives of avarice and ambition; and
others, by a desire to flee from oppressiou; while in the other, the work has been
left to philanthropy alone.

There is good reason why the undertaking should be successful. Those who
have gone to colonize Africa, have found the soil and climate adapted to produce
spontaneously, many of the necessaries and luxuries of life; and have, after a
short residence there, been enabled to provide themselves with all things necessary
for their comfortable subsistence. They have gone to their own country—to a cli-

mate peculiarly adapted to their race; and instead of having to contend with sava-
ges, and all the severities of a rigorous climate, as did our forefathers, they were
welcomed by brethren of their own color, who are endeavoring to learn from them
some of the arts of civilized life, and who look up to them as friends and benefac-
tors. Yes, Sir, more has been effected, and there are more colonists from this

country now on the African coast, than there were on ours at the same time from
the first settlement.

Why should we doubt that this work will be carried forward? I know, that if

we withhold the means, nothing will be done; but from past experience, we have
reason to believe, that the same hearts and hands which have helped thus far, will
still go forward; that increased efforts will be made, and that the opposition to this
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noble cause will give way before the light of truth and reason. I know that this

Society has been much misrepresented by men who profess to be the exclusive

friends of the African race; but already has the voice of truth dispelled many of the

aspersions which have been cast upon us, and our better knowledge of Africa and
the colonies, shows that there are no physical difficulties in the way of success;

and when we have the testimony of a Nicholson, like that which has just been
presented to us, we have but little to fear from further misrepresentation.

Is it asked, how is this work to be carried forward? I answer, much, very

much, has already been done. The chief difficulty is in planting the germe: when
that is once done, the consequent course receives an accelerated impetus: like the

snow-ball, small at first, and slowly increasing in size, though constantly doubling

with each successive revolution, until it becomes an avalanche. Already have
commercial dealings commenced between this country and the African colonies,

and each successive year will add to the intercourse and knowledge of the respec-

tive countries: and the colored man of this country, will learn that the dangers of

that climate, of which he now hears so much, are no w’orse than that of the South-

ern States of this Union; and that there he can be a freeman indeed; while here, if

he remains, whether as a slave, or nominally free, he is degraded, and destined to

be degraded. Here
,
he can never rise to the level of the white man, but must al-

ways remain his menial. We may call it “prejudice;” be it so. And whether it

be just, or unjust, it will never change until “the Ethiopian shall change his

skin:” there, he may rise according to his merits, and he will know, and feel it;

and instead of a few hundreds sent out at great expense, we shall see thousands

and tens of thousands seeking the shores of their father-land as an asylum from
oppression, as we now see the subjects of other governments flocking to this coun-

try.

Sir, look at the tide of emigration which is yearly rolling its fifty, sixty, and
eighty thousands of foreigners upon our shores; and why may we not calculate,

that within the present century, almost an equal number of our colored population,

will annually leave this country for the land of their ancestors? Those who seek a

home here, are neither fleeing from slavery nor from that degradation of cast, to

which the colored skin is subjected; nor can they expect to attain all our political

rights, and be welcomed to a social equality with us, until after years of patient

well doing: while the black man who returns to Africa, knows that he leaves all

his shackles behind him, and stands forth at once, not only a freeman, but is looked

up to by his native brother as his superior and benefactor, and is stimulated to

virtuous action by all the incentives which, with us, operate upon the white man.
Before the close of this century, I doubt not, there will be mighty republics in

Africa, whose foundations were laid by the benevolence of the friends of Coloni-

zation: whose benign influence upon the millions of that now heathen and benight-

ed land, shall cause them to bless the efforts of this Society. The friends of this

Society will see that their labors have not been in vain, and will have abundant

cause to rejoice that they have b°en instrumental in doing so much good to their

fellow men. Not only will happy colonHes be founded by our efforts, but we shall

accomplish much more; we shall enlighten the natives also. From whom will they

learn the arts of civilized life, so readily, as from men of their own color—their

brethren— their friends—whom they have welcomed to their shores?

The li°ht of civilization will continue to increase in Africa, and I believe wTe

shall see the darkness and mystery of the dealings of Providence towards her now
unhappy race, opened up as clear as the noonday sun; and that slavery, with all

its 'present evils, has been used as a means to carry forward great designs of wis-

dom and mercy.

I would say to every sincere friend of this cause, you can do much to carry on

this great work—to bring glory to our country to ensure happiness to millions of

the human race—to place Africa in her proper rank among the nations— and to

take from our own land a degraded population, which never can be happy here.

Dr. Reese offered the following resiolution; which, after an address

by the mover in its support, was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the attempt, so frequently repeated by the enemies of this So-

ciety, to fasten upon it the reproach of exciting the popular passions and disturb-

ing the public peace, must originate either in gross and criminal ignorance of the

facts in the case, or in a malicious prejudice, which the Society has neither pro-

voked nor merited.
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He observed that this resolution directed the attention of the assembly to a fact

which, if every day’s experience did not prove its existence, would be thought in-

credible: the fact, that the Colonization Society had enemies; enemies numerous,

persevering, and desperate. These persons, said Dr. R., not content with repre-

senting the scheme of African Colonization as Utopian, impotent and worthless

—

not satisfied with denouncing all its plans and aims, have assailed the integrity of

those who have long and faithfully labored in the cause, and have imputed to

them the very evils which these their opponents have themselves occasioned. The
time has been, and that not long ago, when they represented this Society as in-

significant and feeble, and all its plans as mere delusion. They affected to treat

the whole affair with contempt and ridicule, as a mere tub thrown to the whale.

But now that the great experiment of African Colonization has fully succeeded

—

now that they behold colonies yearly multiplying on the African shore, and by
the thrift and good order of their inhabitants, and an unlooked for progress in ag-

riculture, in commerce, in morals, letters and religion, all beginning to attract the

attention of the world—now, when they find their predictions of our failure put

to confusion, all their opposition to our designs unavailing, and all their misrepre-

sentations overthrown by the force of truth—now, we hear no more of the impo-

tence and the delusiveness of the Society’s schemes. Oh no; the tune is changed:

and now we are told that the Society, thus early in its history, has become potent

for evil; and what may it not accomplish if permitted thus to augment its resour-

ces .and its strength? Why this change? Has the Constitution of this Society

changed? Have its aims and purposes and policy changed? No; they are un-

changed and unchangeable. Why, then, is the tone of contempt and scorn chan-

ged for that of bitter reviling? Why are the former sneers of our adversaries turned

into a long and loud and deep complaint against our growing power? The reason

is sufficiently manifest; *and it is one that should cheer the hearts, raise the hopes

and strengthen the hands of the friends of the Colonization cause. The reason is

to be found in the complete success which has crowned our experiment. Yes, we
have fully, gloriously succeeded. Already is Liberia enrolled among the nations;

and were this Society extinct to-morrow, the permanence of that rising though in-

fant republic would not admit of a reasonable doubt.

Another reason of this change of tone in the opposition is to be found in the

fact that the intrinsic benevolence of our enterprise has so commended it to the

confidence of the wise and the good, that the great body of American philanthro-

pists have given it their decided countenance, and are now among its foremost sup-
porters; that the patronage of the Society is more and more extending itself, and
that there is a well founded prospect that the usefulness and efficacy of the Society
will continue to increase from year to year. Dr. R. here went into a course of
very severe remarks on the violent and persecuting spirit which had been mani-
fested by the Abolitionists toward the Society, which he attributed mainly to the

fact that much of those means which they had hoped to turn to the furtherance of
their own schemes of agitation throughout the country, had been diverted to the
promotion of the more sober and practical design of Colonization. Hence the cru-

sade which had been proclaimed against the Society; hence the subsidizing of the
vast power of the press; hence the employment of every charm of oratory and
song—of the sacredness of the pulpit, and the charms of the lyre, for the avowed
purpose of its destruction. The war against the Society was a war of extermina-
tion; and so confident had its enemies once been of success, that they had even pro-
claimed its death and published its funeral! But the Society, praised be heaven,
was yet alive and likely to live: it not only survived, but survived with raised and
rising hopes, and means constantly augmenting.

Dr. R. adverted with indignant warmth to the attempt of these opponents of the
Society to lay at its door the blame of every invasion of the liberty of speech, and
every tumultuous and riotous proceeding which had been excited by the rashness
and violence which had marked the proceedings of their own advocates and
agents. Not only had the Society been accused of acting where it was, but where
it was not; for many of these disgraceful scenes had taken place where the So-
ciety had neither members nor friends. He argued to show that this bitter preju-
dice against our Society was unprovoked and unmerited. When, or where, had
the Colonization Society provoked it by heaping foul abuse on any? When had it

intruded inflammatory papers and pamphlets upon any? When had it claimed the
right to trespass on the rights of others? When had it disturbed and interrupted
the national legislation by memorials of silly women and yet more silly men, load-
ing the tables of CoDgress, after the fruitlessness of all such attempts had become
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apparent and the results had proved to be evil, only evil, and that continually? When
the Colonization Society should hurl defiance in the face of the Chief Magistrate,

and declare before heaven and mankind that though the land should rock from the
mountains to the sea, and all its streams run blood, not an inch would it give

ground, not an agent would it recall; when it should attempt to browbeat the com-
munity, and with mock solemnity canonize men who had fallen the victims of
their own folly; and the ministers of the altar had perished in mobs with carnal

weapons in their hands; then, indeed, it might with more justice be accused of
creating riots and inciting men to deeds of violence and blood. Thus far it had
neither provoked nor merited such a charge. Thus far the Colonization scheme
had been eminently conservative: it had, indeed, no elements of destructiveness

belonging to it. On the contrary, its existence, its perpetuity and success were
like to prove one effectual barrier against the inroads of such a spirit. It was not

only conservative in its tendency, but eminently pacific in ifs character and course.

When its agents visited any town and found that the attempt to prosecute the ends
of their agency, would be the occasion of exciting tumult and disturbance, so far

from glorying in it as meritorious, their course was to forbear making ' any at-

tempt, however moral the measure might be, and however within the line of their

vested rights, which would even hazard the possibility of such a result. Unless

they could advance the Colonization cause by peaceful means, they were not to

attempt it at all. Yet the charge of instigating mobs had been reiterated, lest, for

want of a public disclaimer some men were in danger of believing it to be true.

This cry was like the cry of “thief” or “fire,” raised by felons and incendiaries,

only for the purpose of turning public attention from the real offender.

But was every man who opposed Abolition doctrines and practice, to be set down,
of course, as a friend of the Colonization Society? Would to God it were so;

the Society would then number a thousand to one against its enemies. But
those enemies need not lay the flattering unction to their souls, that they had no
opponents but this Society and its friends. They did the Society honor over

much. As had been aptly said by the President of the Society in his introduc-

tory address: We had no quarrel with any; in this warfare we acted only on the

defensive; this Society had priority, in point of time, to all others which professed

to benefit the colored population. It was pursuing the even tenor of its way
when certain deserters from its ranks raised a clamor, not so much against slavery

as against the Colonization Society. Yes; to this day, more than a moiety of the

printing paid for by the Abolitionists, had been put forth not for the good of the

colored man, but against the American Colonization Society; and it had proved

about as successful in the one case as the other.

We, said Dr. R., profess ourselves neither pro-slavery men, nor anti-slavery

men. We intend only to transport to the shores of Africa such free persons of

color as are willing to go. This is our simple, our single, our only undertaking*

We desire, indeed, and confidently hope, to be the means of kindling up on that

wide and benighted continent, the beacon lights of science and Christianity; but

our immediate design is Colonization, and Colonization only. We appeal not to

the corrupt passions of men, but to reason, to conscience, to religion; and our ap-

peal will be heard. If I believed that the Society was justly chargeable with in-

stigating mobs and stirring up riots, I would abandon it to-morrow. If it could be

shown that we promoted disaffection between different portions of this happy

Union, it would be the duty of every lover of his country to quit our ranks. No.

Our motto is that of a President of these United States in his Message to Con-

gress—“ the Union must be preserved:” or, that other, breathed from the fervent

lips of a true patriot—“ the Constitution, now and forever!—Our country, our

whole country, and nothing but our country!”

The Rev. Mr. Slicer offered the following resolution, and address-

ed the Society in support of it. It was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to the churches of different

denominations which have contributed to aid this Society, and that the clergy

throughout the Union be respectfully requested annually to present the claims of

the Society to the congregations under their care.

Mr. President—I had designed to submit to the meeting some general remarks

upon the moral and religious bearing of this great scheme of colonizing the free

people of color, with their own consent, upon the Western coast of Africa; but.
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Sir, the lateness of the hour will forbid my presenting my views at large, and I

shall content myself with offering to this meeting a few observations.

The resolution, which it is made my duty and honor to present, recognizes the

connection of the Christian Ministry with this enterprise, and the interest which
the Church of the ‘True God’ has in its success.

~

Sir, I hold this truth to be indisputable, that the action of Christianity upon the

human heart and character, always has, and still does excite in the human bosom
sympathy for the suffering, and' (overcoming the natural selfishness of man) leads

him to the performance of deeds of benevolence and humanity; and if the depth of
the sufferings endured should be the standard of the sympathy cultivated

, and of the

benevolence exerted
, then should every Christian Church and every Christian indi-

vidual take a lively, a deep, and an abiding interest in the temporal and moral
condition of the whole African race.

If we contemplate the deep degradation of Africa’s millions, and the dense mo-
Tal gloom that has for centuries enshrouded their minds, as partakers of the ‘ com-
mon salvation,’ we shall feel a solemn responsibility resting upon us to extend to

that benighted and bleeding continent, by every possible means, the blessings o f

-Christianity and of civilization.

I shall not attempt, Sir, to present even a single page of the history of her
wrong3, and of the depredations which even Christian nations have committed upon
her; from the time, w hen the first dark Portuguese slave-ship was seen, like a vul-

ture hovering upon her coast, down to the present hour, she has been the com-
mon plunder of every heartless invader. Annually 150,000 of these children of
Ham, have been torn from the graves of their ancestors and from the home of their

childhood—from kindred and country, and immured in the miserable holds of tho

slave-ships—and those who survive the horrors of * the middle passage,’ sold into

perpetual slavery, and doomed to be wasted by oppression. What an accumula-
tion of wrongs have her children been subjected to, during the prevalence of this

foul traffic—and the existence of those wars among her own sons, which have been
kept up to furnish plunder to those dealers in human flesh!

Which of the sands. Sir, of her wave-beaten shore, or of her sun-burnt desert, has
not been steeped in the blood or tears of her slain or grief-stricken children?

What wind has passed over her plains without catching up the sighs of broken
or bleeding hearts?” And although the tears of the black man have fallen unheeded,
and his sighs have passed in the breeze unheard by his oppressor, yet there is an
eye that never sleeps, and an ear that hears ‘ the sighing of the prisoner’—and
there is a common Father in Heaven, ‘ Who made of one blood all nations,’ and
who will avenge the wrong of all his children.

The African slave trade, Sir, is the broadest and darkest blot upon the page of
this wrorld’s modern history

—

and this nefarious traffic can never be abolished
, but

through the agency of Colonization and Christianity.

Africa, Sir, with her SO (perhaps 60) millions was purchased by the blood of Christ
—and although a hoodwinked philosophy has denied that her sons are men (end has
thereby sought to strike them out of thefamily of Adam and of God)—a philosophy that

would connect ‘ morality with the contour of the countenance,’ and 4 estimate
the capacity for knowledge and salvation, by a scale of inches, and the acuteness
of angles,” yet these, with other heathen, shall be given to the Messiah for His in-

heritance, when the uttermost parts- of the earth become his possession. The wrord
has gone forth and shall not return void; God shall rebuke strong nationsfrom afar—
He shall break the bow, andbum the chariot in the fire—they shall cast their idols

to the moles and bats—“ beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into

pruning hooks,” and Ethiopia that now reaches out her imploring hands to the
Christian Church, and asks for the cheering light of Christian truth, and the suc-
cours of Christian hope; and wrho now asks Christian nations for indemnification
for the wrongs done to her, shall lift up her confiding hands to the white man’s
God and Saviour.

Sir, if the truth of revelation can be trusted, and the almightiness of God can be re-

lied upon, Africa shall arise from the gloom, the slumber, and the degradation of
ages; and putting on the garments of salvation, and bearing in her hand ‘the rose

of Sharon,’ she shall stand forth as in the days when she gave Bishops to the
Church, and furnished Martyrs for the flames. The mighty work ha3 begun

—

the
Wesleyan Missionaries have kindled a fire upon the Southern coast, and have
pressed the cup of salvation successfully to the parched lips of the Hottentots,
and the Christians of the United States have struck a light upon the Western coast,

4
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bj means of the Colonization Societies—and at no distant day, shall those kindled
fires commingle and extend their radiation into the interior of that dark continent;
and Africa, emancipated and disenthralled, shall stand forth a monument, alike
of the wisdom of the Colonization enterprise, and of the benevolence and efficiency

of Christian Missionary labor.

There is no time to be lost, the tide of time is bearing Africa’s children by
thousands to the judgment seat, with their minds unenlightened and their wrongs
rnredressed—-the Church should awake and go forth at oncetothe rescue; she must
furnish the sinews of this war—the means—the money. The gentleman from New
York said. Sir, that this Society is pacific—pacific. Sir. Yes, it is so to the
slaves oi ihe South and their owners, and to the North and those mistaken men
whose philanthropy prompts them to spend their efforts and money, where it can be
cf no avail—(and with whose plans and measures I can feel no sympathy)—and
} e‘, Sir, this is a war—a war of extermination waged against ignorance, barba-
rism, crime, Polytheism, and last, not least, against the African slave trade. And
this w ar cannot be sustained without the prayers and the contributions of the
Church. I am happy in being connected with that Church, which has two Mis-
sionaries sleeping in premature graves upon the shores of Africa: there lie all that
was mortal of Cox and Wright, and the companion of the latter. They, anima-
ted, not by a sickly philanthropy, but by the love of God, and by love to the mil-
lions of that continent, periled their lives and fell martyrs in the cause of Africa’s
emancipation. But they lived long enough to light the lamp of hope for her, and
it now stands burning by their graves. And though dead, they yet speak—to Af-
rica— to us—and charge us, by how much the sons of Ham have drank deep of
sorrow’s cup—by how much they have been common plunder to all the earth—by
so much to hasten, to aid in their rescue, and to send back her christianized sons,
and the Christian Missionaries—until Africa shall be all that the arts of civilized

hfe, the lights of science
, the mercy of God,

and the redeeming power ofihe gospel, can
make hei\

General Charles F. Mercer, M. C., offered the following preamble
and resolution, and addressed the Society in their support:

Whereas experience has demonstrated that the colonizing of our free people of
color on the western coast of Africa has been the means of founding an orderly,

industrious, and happy society, possessing all the necessaries and many of the
comforts of life; of greatly lessening the slave trade, so long the scourge of that
and the curse of this continent, and of diffusing the blessings of civilization and
Christianity through savage and beaighted nations.

Resolved, That in order to promote objects so important, more effective aid

should be provided than private benevolence can be expected to supply; and that

to enable the American Colonization Society to purchase additional territory in

Africa: to introduce and diffuse an effective system of agriculture; to improve the
common schools of Liberia and establish a seminary of higher order; to furnish fa-

cilities for further and larger emigrations from the United States: the Managers
of the Society be jequested to make an urgent appeal to the citizens of such States

as are favorably disposed towards the objects of the system of colonization, to in-

duce them to petition their respective Legislatures to grant to the Society an annual
donation, adequate to the accomplishment of its benevolent, patriotic, and pious
purposes.

In support of the preceding resolution, Mr. Mercer made a very

able and eloquent speech, in which he referred, very particularly, to

the early proceedings of the Society, and to the aid which had been in-

directly obtained from the United States Government, by the act of

1818 , instructing the President of the United States to remove any
Africans recaptured by officers of our Navy, when about to be introduced

into the country in violation of law, and colonize them on th.e coast of

Africa. He spoke of the effects of the scheme of Colonization in the

suppression of the slave trade and of the great blessings it must confer

upon the people of Africa.

General Mercer’s preamble and resolution were unanimously
adopted.
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A late hour having arrived, the Society, on motion, adjourned to

meet at half past six o’clock to-morrow evening, at the First Presbyte-

rian Chujrch.

Wednesday, December 13 , 1837 .

The Society met, in pursuance of adjournment, at the First Presby-

terian Church, at half past six o’clock, P. M.
Charles F. Mercer, M. C., a Vice-President, took the Chair.

"' Mr. Gurley said that in the preamble and resolutions he was about to submit, he
had embodied his reflections on the course of policy desirable, if not abso-

lutely necessary, to be adopted, at this time, by the Society. He feared that the

friends of this Institution had not duly appreciated the greatness of their enter-

prise. The plan of this Society was not limited in its beneficence to those now
free; it embraced in' its salutary influences our country, our entire colored popula-
tion, and Africa. He thought its friends had departed, or rather descended, in

many instances, from the original and high ground of the Society;—that they had
lost confidence in the adequacy of the plan it proposed for the good of the color-

ed race. The friends to this Society are doubtless more numerous than at any
former period; but he feared they were its friends on principles far less broad and
animating than those adopted by the fathers of the Institution. It met the appro-
bation of the pious as a Missionary Society, but was viewed with little interest by
many as providing happiness and a home, not only for those now free, but thou-

sands and millions that might be liberated. If this Society showed that it con-
ferred benefits upon those already free, it in fact exhibited a plan which might be
a motive for voluntary liberation, and if adopted by the States of the South, might
result in the freedom, the instruction, and the happiness <^f millions in this coun-
try and in Africa. But to effect a work so great, the treasure and power of the
Nation are demanded. To secure these, let all the friends of Colonization unite
and persevere with lofty hopes and tenfold energy.

Mr. Gurley then offered the following preamble and resolutions:

Inasmuch as this Society has, for years past, been suffering under pecuniary em-
barrassments, and as, from various causes, (among which the partially separate
operations of some Auxiliary Societies, and the entirely independent action of the
Maryland State Society, and the recently disturbed and distressed state of the pe-
cuniary affairs of the country, must be deemed prominent,) these embarrassments
are very slowly, if at all diminishing, the Society are convinced that measures
must be devised and executed to augment, very materially, the resources of the
Society, or that its operations must be exceedingly irregular and inefficient, if not,

in a short time, altogether suspended. Donations to this Institution can be expect-
ed only from those who are informed of its principles and proceedings, and who
feel an interest in its success. The first thing to be done, then, in order to secure
relief from pecuniary embarrassment, must obviously be to diffuse extensively a
knowledge of the views and prospects and condition of the Society, and by argu-
ments and appeals awaken public interest in its behalf. This can be effected only
by the Press, by Agents, or by both. And if the Society possesses no adequate
means of increasing its publications and agencies, it must proceed upon the pre-
sumption that such publications and agencies will sustain themselves or entirely
abandon the cause.

It is well known that the most distinguished friends of this Society have, from
its origin, regarded its exertions as rather experimental and preliminary than as
sufficient and final; and have expected that the great scheme of the Society, shown
to be practicable by private charity, would be conducted forward to those vast
and beneficent results which it was designed to embrace, by the united treasure
and power of the States and the General Government. It is clear that neither the
States nor General Government will apply their means to aid this scheme, until
public opinion shall sanction such application, and that efforts are indispensable to
commend the cause of African Colonization to the regards of the American Peo-
ple, before their opinion will ever be expressed in favor of such application. Should
this Society neglect to put forth these efforts, to what other means can we look to
enlighten and form public opinion on this subjeet?
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1. Therefore Resolved, That this Society will encourage the establishment in this

District of a weekly newspaper, to be devoted in part to the cause of African
Colonization, and that it be recommended to the friends of the Society throughout
the Union to extend their patronage to such paper, as well as to do all in their

power to increase the circulation of the African Repository.

2. Resolved, That it is expedient to employ at the earliest possible period at least

twenty able and discreet agents, to explain publicly the views, and enforce the
claims of this Society, as also to receive donations for its objects; and that the
friends of the Society, throughout the country, be invited to give information to

the Board of Managers of gentlemen known to them as prepared and inclined to

engage in agencies for this Society.

3. Resolved, That a memorial be prepared, addressed to the Congress of the

United States, praying that an expedition may be fitted out, in which commission-
ers of this Society may be permitted to embark, to explore the Western coast of
Africa, to ascertain the situations most desirable for colonies; to aid"1 said com-
missioners in negotiations for such regions of the coast as may be most advanta-
geous for purposes of Colonization; and, also, praying said body to grant such
other aid to this Society as in their wisdom they may deem expedient; that said

memorial be printed in the Repository, and that the friends of the Society, through-
out the Union, be requested to obtain signatures to this memorial, and forward the

same to the Congress of the United States.

4. Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Board, the best reasons exist why all

the friends of the Society should press forward in their great work with vigor

and hope, not permitting occasional calamities or pecuniary embarrassments to

weaken thei* resolution or activity.

5. Resolved, That should other countries than Africa, without: the limits of the

United States, invite the Colonization of our free colored population, the subject

of extending the constitutional right of the Society to plant colonies in those

countries merits the consideration of the Society.

These resolutions were supported in an address by the mover, who
was followed by the Hon. Mr. Dunn, of Indiana, in some remarks on
the general objects of the Society, in which he expressed his approba-

tion of the resolutidns.

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, then addressed the Society at length,,

in a speech already published, and stated his concurrence in the resolutions.

Addresses were then made by Mr. Cresson, from Pennsylvania, Dr.

Reese, from New York, and Mr. Levy, from Florida, on the general

objects of the Society. Mr. Cresson opposed the first resolution, and

Dr. Reese supported it. The third resolution was opposed by Mr.
Seaton, and the fifth by Mr. Clarke and Mr. Maxwell.

It was, on motion, agreed to take the question on the preamble and

the several resolutions separately. The question was accordingly so

put, except on the fifth resolution, which was withdrawn by the mo-
ver.

The preamble, the first and the second resolutions were carried.

The third resolution vyas lost.

The fourth resolution was carried.

Mr. Clarke offered a resolution concerning some unsettled ques-

tions between the Parent Society and the affiliated Auxiliary Societies

of New York and Pennsylvania, which, after some discussion between

Mr. Phelps, Mr. Fendall, and Mr. Buchanan, was modified by the

mover so as to read as follows:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to examine into and report on certain

unsettled and disputed African accounts existing between the American Coloni-

zation Society and the New York and Pennsylvania Colonization Societies, in or-

der that a fair adjustment thereof may be made, and that the judgment of the

committee, or of any two of them, be considered as binding on all the parties

concerned.
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Messrs. Phelps and Allen, the Delegates from the New York So-

ciety, and Mr. Buchanan, Delegate from the Pennsylvania Society, ex-

pressed their assent to the resolution thus modified, and it was unani-

mously carried.

Messrs. Mercer, Whittlesey, and Underwood, were chosen the

committee.

On motion of Mr. Phelps, the following resolutions were adopted:

1. Resolved, That the indications afforded during the past year of an increasing

attachment, among the citizens of Liberia, to agricultural pursuits, and especially

the recent establishment of an Agricultural Association at Monrovia, are an en-

couraging augury of the future prosperity of the Colony.

2. Resolved, That the subscription by the Lieutenant Governor of Liberia, on

the part of this Society, to several shares of the stock of the said Association, the

ratification by the Board of Managers of that subscription, and their active policy

for several years past in fostering an agricultural spirit at the Colony, are approved

by this Society; and that it recommends to said Managers to extend such further

aid to the Agricultural Association of Liberia as they may deem expedient.

On motion of Mr. Seaton, the Twenty-first Annual Report was re-

committed to the Board of Managers, in order that it may be prepared

for the press and printed.

The Society then Went into an election of Officers and Managers,

and re-elected the present incumbents.

The Society then adjourned, to meet on some day to be fixed by the

Managers hereafter and announced.O

EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Secretary of the American Colonization Society

:

Massachusetts, 1837.

An Anti-Slavery Society has been recently formed in this place. As usual, the

members are very active and zealous. They arraign all who do not join them
;

and those who favor colonization are condemned without a hearing. As soon as

you can conveniently write, I shall be happy to receive some accurate informa-

tion, as it regards the general prosperity of Liberia, and the strength, resources,

and progress of the Colonization Society; and I anticipate something that will re-

fute the base charges that we so often hear. Not that I intend to contest the point,

all I ask is defensive armour—any other is too often a scourge to the wearer—it

fritters away the finest feelings of the heart, and whoever engages with it, cannot
join in the heavenly anthem, “Peace on earth, and good will to men.” You will

please inform me when the next vessel will sail for Liberia. I intended to have
written several letters for the Colony by Mr. Phillips (the bearer of this); but I

have had the impression that another week would elapse before he left Salem, and
have deferred writing till then. And it has but just occurred to me that he must
be in Washington the day I calculated he would leave home; and what I write
must be handed to him to-day. I shall be happy to pay the postage on as many
letters as you have opportunity to write, however often it may be, and shall think
the money well spent

;
and when there is any thing that will interest you, it will

be gratifying to write in turn, though it will be seldom, I presume. It is thought
by some that a judicious, energetic agent, located in this vicinity a few weeks,
might accomplish something worth the experiment. I presume the Society is still

struggling, if not for existence, at least for a decent maintenance
;
but this should

not dishearten us. It is an incontestible fact, that every project, since the creation
of the world, that promised to meliorate the condition of man, has met discou-
ragements in every form that power, wealth, or malice could invent; and just in
proportion to the magnitude, difficulty, and importance of the enterprise, is tho
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opposition, obloquy, and abuse : and of this, the discovery, rise, and progress of
our own country furnishes ample proof. Columbus was imprisoned and in chains
for evil designs. The whigs of the revolution, through seven years of privation,
toil and conflict, were stigmatized as rebels who had conspired against the liberty

of their country, to promote their own aggrandizement. The members of the Ame-
rican Temperance Society, who are bending all their energies of body and mind
to emancipate their country from worse than iron fetters, “beside drinking to ex-
cess, are striving to wrest from their countrymen their dearest rights.” But what
is the result of their separate offences ? Columbus discovered America—the whigs
of the revolution established her independence—and the Temperance Society has
rescued her from the disgrace of drunkenness. And though the Colonization So-
ciety designs to perpetuate slavery forever, and the men she has sent to evangelize
Africa are any thing but what they should be

;
yet we trust her victory will be still

more brilliant and complete
;
we trust she will efface the stains of crimson dye

that not only mar the beauty, but seem destined to destroy the whole body of our
Republic—efface them by removing the combustibles that are heaping up, and if

ignited, will light up the fires of the most sanguinary, exterminating civil war, the
most tremendous revolution the world has ever seen. And we trust they will illu-

mine that land of darkness, superstition, and crime, towards which their energies
are bent. And to this cause, may your time, your talents, and your all, be devoted:

may your life and health be preserved, and a goodly share of faith, patience, and
the charity that suffereth long, be your portion

;
and condensed to one point, may

your wisdom and faithfulness promote the mutual and lasting good of Africa’s and
Columbia’s sons. When you look back on the way by which you have been led,

you cannot but trace “ the unambiguous footsteps of the God who gives its lustre

to an insect’s wing, and wheels His throne upon the rolling worlds.”
May you rise above the peculiar trials and vexations incident to your station;

for through the darkest hours of gloom and discouragement, there is ever one glim-
mering star to cheer you on. Though faint and dim, it twinkles on the distant

shores of pagan Africa
;
it is the day-star of future promise, the herald of the sun of

righteousness, that will arise and shine on that benighted land
;
and though you

rear to yourself no monument of earthly fame, the memorials of that dim and dis-

tant star shall survive the proudest trophied-pillars, and the fires of the Great Day
shall not consume them, and when the trials and conflicts of life’s stormy sea are

over, they shall shine glittering gems in the crown of your rejoicing.

February 6
,
1838 .

Enclosed I send you a five dollar bill of the bank of
, which you will

please to accept for the Colonization Society. I w7ish it was in my power to send
more. I have ever been a sincere friend and hearty well-wisher to your Society,

but inability has prevented my lending a helping hand. You have my feeble

prayers for the blessing of God upon your labors, without wdiich we can do no-

thing. Perhaps 1 feel more interested, as I was, in my younger days, in that un-

happy business, the slave trade, and on that part of the coast, and at those very

places, bought slaves, where I should now behold flourishing towns and villages

growing up, civilized and enlightened with the blessed Gospel of Jesus Christ

—

but at that time all was Egyptian darkness.

From a Gentleman in Ohio.

It is believed that many friends to the cause of Colonization are to be found

in the State of Ohio. They are, however, dispersed over the State, and without

unity of design, or concert of action, and in general in apathy for want of a proper

stimulus. It is believed that an active agent could do much to remove those dis-

abilities, and impart a spirit of enlightened action that could be brought to bear

more extensively on the important work now before the citizens of the United

States. It is not enough to present the idea of a Colony on the coast of Africa,

and its relation to the evangelizing of Africa, to awaken the minds of the citizens

to active and persevering exertions. The basis on which the sensibilities of our

citizens are to be excited, must be laid at home, in the justice and benevolence of

the work to the whole colored population of the United States, and in the neces-

sity of timely and suitable action to prevent future scenes of woe. The apathy
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with which the people are in general affected, I consider the greatest obstacle to

the enterprise. Had we a tithe of the abolition zeal, we might do wonders. I

have sometimes been foolish enough to desire the progress of abolition, that it

might re-act, and produce something of an opposite disposition. But opposition

to abolition is not a good principle to actuate a Colonizationist. We are and

ought to be the veriest friends of the colored man, bond and free, yea, of the rights

of man, and of all the interests of mankind. Much depends on the manner in

which you do business in Washington, in order to sustain and perpetuate the

confidence of the friends of the cause. Any war of opinion or otherwise, in your

counsels, is much to be deprecated.

From a Lady in Massachusetts.

It is very pleasing to know that you are anxious to employ an agent in this

section of the country. You probably hear much of New England, and not al-

ways to her advantage, but with all her peculiarities she possesses intelligence,

wealth, and a liberal spirit, and if you can secure what the opposition have left of

her, your work is comparatively done. I have ever felt that females might give

the public reforms of the day a very considerable impulse, without stepping out

of their appointed sphere, not by much speaking, but by their prayers, their pen,

and their purse, in an unobtrusive way. And if I have not kept within bounds,

in the presentinstance, the intense interest I have ever felt in this cause, must be
my apology. I loved it at that early age, when the gushing waters of the soul

can leap every barrier that opposes, and it is now the channel through which the

tide of my warmest and purest sympathies must ever roll. I was a mere child

when the Society was formed, but I shall never forget my sensations, when I heard

of its existence, and learned its objects; and I never see the word Colonization,

without the same indescribable emotions that I then felt.

COLONIZATION IN MARYLAND.

It appears from the Report of the Board of Managers of the Mary-
land State Fund for Colonization purposes, that the number of co-

lored persons removed from Maryland to Africa during the past year, is

140; all of whom have been sent to the settlement called “Maryland
in Liberia.” This settlement was commenced on the 22nd of Febru-

ary, 1834. Its population is now about 400 .
“ The soil,” says the

Report, “ is inexhaustibly productive. The climate is genial to the

colored emigrant—subsistence is easily obtained—and comfort and com-
petence are the rewards of industry. A salutary system of laws is in

operation; and the advantages of the situation have attracted to it the at-

tention of the religious community, until it has become the most im-

portant and largest missionary establishment in Africa.”

The number of slaves manumitted in Maryland during the past

year, either actually or prospectively, as reported to the Board of Man-
agers, is 204; and since the enactment of the Colonization law in Dec.
1831, Fifteen Hundred and Eighty-one. How many have the

Abolitionists emancipated within the same period? They have con-

stantly opposed the movements of the Colonizationists,—what have
they done themselves, towards the great object of universal freedom?

—

Christian Intelligencer.

Hitherto (say the Board of Managers) great opposition has been encountered
among the free people of color to remove to Africa. And with every effort that
they have been able to make, neither the agent of the Board, nor the agent of the
State Society, have succeeded at times, in removing the impressions against colo-
nization, created by the calumnies of its enemies.
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It is the opinion of the agents, and many well judging and observing citizens of
the counties in the State, that this condition of things was owing to the active,

but secret efforts of the abolitionists, who considering, as is well known they do,

that colonization, if successful, must destroy their wild and impracticable scheme,
have sedulously devoted themselves to follow and defeat the agents of the Board
of Managers and the State Society, as the best mode of forwarding their views and
plans in a State where public opinion and the strong feelings of the community
would not tolerate, for an instant, the open promulgation of their doctrines. The
importance of the colonization plan is made the more evident by these efforts ofthe

abolitionists to paralize its operations.

Within the last year, a great change has evidently taken place, in several of the

counties, among the free people of color; and when the last expedition was in pre-

paration, there were upwards of one hundred and twenty applicants for a pas-

sage to the colony, eightv-five of whom were sent. The greater part of the re-

mainder were prevented, by want of time, from getting ready, but with many
others, were preparing now to embark in the spring. The agent reports, that,

hereafter, he expects to be able to obtain as many emigrants as it will be desirable

to send in any one year.
,

The Board attribute this change wholly to the labors of the agents, and to the

success of the Maryland colony in Africa. The Board believe that in proportion

as the colonization scheme becomes known, will the willingness of the free people
of color, to emigrate, increase. They believe that the unwillingness, heretofore,

and still existing, is to be traced to the dissemination of abolition doctrines.

CONTRIBUTIONS

To the American Colonization Soc'yfrom Nov. 20, to Dec. 20, 1837.

Collections from Churches.

Blairsville, Pa. from Salem Church, Rev. Thos. Davis, - - $ 15

Canonsburg, Pa. from Rev. M. Brown, .... 13

Crawfordsville, Indiana, from Rev. Jos. Thompson, - - 12

Decatur County, do. Sewell Creek Church, Rev. J. S. Weaver, - 5

Delaware and Virginia, from Rev. W. Matchet, on ac’t of his collections, 100

District of Columbia, part of collections made after addresses by the Rev.

C. W. Andrews, - - - - - - 10

Indianapolis, Church collection, ..... 26

Piso-ah Church, Indiana, from Rev. J. M. Dickey, - - 7

Do. Kentucky, in 1836' and 1837, - - - - 26 97
Donations.

From a gentleman at the Capitol, at the Annual Meeting, - 10

Bloomingburg, Fayette County, Ohio, from Mrs. Rebecca Parks, (with a

box of Seeds), 6

Greenwich, Conn, through Jabez Mead, .... 25

Pittsgrove, New Jersey, from a little Female Association, by Rev. Geo.

W. Janvier, ------- 10

Athens, Georgia, from J. Jacobus Flournoy, (received in July, but omit-

ted by mistake, in the receipts of that month), 20
Auxiliary Societies.

New York Auxiliary Society, on account, by Moses Allen, Tr’r, - 1349 18

Wheeling, Virginia, do. by W. F. Peterson, Tr’r, - - - 104 50

On account of the passage and maintenance of Emigrants.

From Thomas Potts, adrnT of the late John Smith, of Sussex co. Va. 4050

From James W. Walker, ex’r of the late Rev. John Stockdell, of Madison
County, Va.

Total,

African Repository.

Elisha D. Andrews, Pittsford, N. York,

Mr. Ely, St. Augustine, Florida, ....
Jabez Mead, Greenwich, Conn. Agent,

James Moore, Senr. Updegraff, Ohio, per Hon. D. Kilgour, -

1710

$7,499 65

3
4
60
2
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